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people would soon settle down and that the army would be won
back to reason again if we could only get rid of the German agents
who were at work sapping the belief of the country in the need
for victory, and Counter-Espionage, to which I still belonged, was
soon busy with this task. But the job was a hundred times more
difficult now than* it had been when every German spy had only
a dozen allies in the service of the Tsar. Now thousands of Russians
were speaking the language the spies spoke themselves.
In a situation where all the "isms" that had ever been known,
and many others of purely spontaneous origin, were being sedulously
canvassed and discussed, it was not surprising that there should be
some who were anxious to put forward the claims of Marxism to
be the rabbit which should be brought out of the hat. What did
astonish me was to find that Marxism in greater or less degree was
the political faith which animated the majority of those supporters
of the revolution of whom the Provisional Government was most
afraid and whom it was most anxious to placate.
There was no doubt about it, Marxism had made a way for
itself among the workers of Petrograd which was now being felt.
They had suddenly emerged as a power in the Soviet of Workers'
and Soldiers5 Deputies. Not at first the Bolsheviks. They were a
small body. But the Mensheviks, the Oborontsi, and the Edintsvo
Party, who were all sections of the Social Democrats, differing from
one another in detail, but all at one in their acceptance of the
social philosophy of Karl Marx. It was their tongue that was
speaking through the Soviet in the proclamations it was issuing
from time to time calling on the workers of Germany and Austria
to make common cause with Russia by throwing over their own
Imperialisms and ending the war in an international proletarian
alliance. It was their will which had imposed itself on the Soviet
and was now permeating all Russia with the demand for peace
without vengeance, "Peace without annexations or contributions",
peace without the spoils of victory for either side, and the policy
of self-determination for all subject peoples.
Here was a rabbit which had come a long way out of the hat
and had just the right birthmarks of idealism, international friend-
ship, and a clean breakaway from the old order of things to make
an appeal to the present mood of the Russian people. Notwith-
standing this policy, however, when they received no response
from the peoples of Germany and Austria to their plea for co-
operation, and the Provisional Government at last decided in May
to pull the army together and renew the war, the main body of the
Social Democrats in the Soviet decided to support the Provisional
Government and issued an appeal to the troops to cease parleying